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Light and fluffy snow created by the basin climate
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The snow that accumulates in the inland climate zone of the Furano Basin is known to be exceptionally high-quality in the
world. This snow is light and fluffy, making it ideal for winter sports such as skiing and snowboarding. It is considered to be one
of world-class quality and is truly a paradise for those who love powder snow.

In recent years, many international skiing enthusiasts, especially those seeking premium snow conditions, have been visiting
Furano. They are captivated by the breathtaking scenery and the superb quality of the snow, often returning multiple times.
Additionally, the warm and welcoming local people are also one of the charms of Furano.

We aim to brand this light and fluffy snow as "Bonchi Powder" and hope that more people can experience and enjoy it.
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Aiming for the Quantification of Powder Snow
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bonchi powder Project's Initiatives

In Furano City, we have been conducting research on snowfall
and snow accumulation with snow experts since 2022. Through
our research, we have discovered that Furano has light and dry
snow, and it is difficult for the snow to become densely
compacted even after accumulation, compared to it from other
major ski resorts in Hokkaido.As part of our efforts for the 2023
season, we will be conducting experiments to quantify the
powder snow that is cherished worldwide. Using Furano City's
data on snowfall and precipitation, we will calculate the
snow-water ratio (a measure of snow density) and predict a
unique index called the "Fluffiness Quotient" using our proprietary
calculation method. This index will be made available to the
public.The average precipitation and snowfall data for December
to March in the major ski resorts in Hokkaido, popular among
international tourists, based on the Meteorological Agency's
observations.
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The precipitation and snowfall levels from
December to March near major ski resorts in
Hokkaido, calculated from the average
values observed by the Japan
Meteorological Agency.
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Associate Professor at Kitami Institute of Technology, Meteorologist . He has been
studying snow quality in various regions by chasing Hokkaido's snowfall for many
years. He has been visiting Furano for over a decade and is deeply fascinated by the
allure of its snow. At the university, he leads the Snow and Ice Disaster Prevention

Laboratory, where he conducts investigations on snow accumulation environments
with his students and shares the results with others.
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Embracing the Charm of Snow in Furano
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Winter is upcoming in Hokkaido.
Although the domestic winter sports
population has decreased compared to its
peak, it is making a comeback in Japan
these days, due to the inbound tourism
effects.

Especially, Japan's powdery snow, known
as "Japow," which features fluffy and light,
has gained popularity. Hokkaido, in
particular, has become a mecca for
powder snow and attracts travelers from
both within and outside of Japan who
enjoy skiing, snowboarding, and
backcountry adventures.

Furano lies in the heart of Hokkaido,
known for hosting numerous FIS World
Cup events and home to the renowned
"Furano Ski Resort." Furano is located near
the Tokachi Mountain Range, where the
late Dr. Ushijiro Nakaya, a globally
renowned snow scientist, conducted
long-term snow crystal observations. This
region is known for its beautiful snow
crystals and the ability to maintain their
condition after accumulating, a feature
that has long captured my attention.

Furthermore, in Furano, there are people
who recognize the value of snow and are
committed to preserving it as a regional
treasure. They have named the light, fluffy,
and dry snow that falls in the Furano Basin
"bonchi powder" (#bonpow) and are
working to develop it as a new regional
brand. | have also embraced this initiative
and began conducting research on
#bonpow in Furano regularly starting from
December 2022.

Through data analysis, | have noticed that
Furano receives a high snow-to-water
ratio (known as "yukimizuhi") compared to
its winter precipitation. Among the major
ski areas in Hokkaido, Furano stands out
with one of the highest snow-to-water
ratios. This result supports the fact that
#bonpow is both fluffy and dry. I have also
conducted on-site investigations
regarding snow accumulation and
confirmed that newly fallen snow on the
snow surface remains in a light,
unchanged state for an extended period
due to the low temperatures.

Utilizing these findings, I am working with
the people of Furano to widely promote
the charm of #bonpow. As part of this
effort, starting from this season, we will
attempt to forecast the "fluffiness and
dryness" (" St S " in Japanese) using
meteorological data and provide this
information to travelers. Initially, there may
be some trial and error, but we plan to
optimize it through communication with
users.

Everyone, please visit Furano in the winter
and enjoy #bonpow!
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A mountain resort chosen by people from all around the world.
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I have been admiring Furano's snow for
approximately 20 years, and | believe that
even now, Furano's snow stands as one of
the best in Japan. Its remarkable qualities
include a low moisture content, which
prevents the formation of snowballs even
when firmly packed, a distinct squeaky
sound when walking on it, and the impact
of Furano's basin topography, occasionally
leading to temperatures as low as minus 30
degrees Celsius. These conditions enable us
to maintain its exceptional quality
throughout the winter, a fact reiterated by
numerous visitors to the ski resort who
mention the smooth and frictionless glide.
Beyond the outstanding snow quality,
Furano Ski Resort offers a wide variety of
slopes, ample space, and the advantage of
being within walking distance of the town.
While ski resorts are scattered across the
world, the proximity of a town to a resort of
this scale is quite uncommon. Visitors can
enjoy both skiing and exploring the town,
and we're thrilled to see an increasing
number of international visitors in recent
years, contributing to a lively winter
atmosphere in the heart of Furano.

At Furano Ski Resort, we are committed to
ensuring that guests fully savor this
magnificent environment. For this reason,
we have been organizing the "First Tracks"
event, allowing participants to experience
the pristine corduroy slopes in the early
morning before anyone else. The New
Furano Prince Hotel offers ski-in, ski-out
convenience, ensuring stress-free stays
from the early morning to night skiing.

The name "bonchi powder" for Furano's
snow carries a double meaning, as "BON"
also signifies "good" in French. We aspire to
lead Furano into becoming a mountain
resort that people worldwide instantly
think of when they hear "good snow; it
must be Furano in Hokkaido!" and one that
is chosen by people from all over the world.
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Unparalleled powder snow in the world.
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I have a deep appreciation for the quality of
snow in Furano, which | believe is among
the best in the world. As a photographer
who has traveled the globe with riders,
experiencing snow in various countries, |
can confidently say that Hokkaido's snow is
exceptional, particularly in the Furano
region. It has a low moisture content,
making it incredibly light and dry, especially
suited for powder snow enthusiasts. Riding
on it feels effortless, and | believe such
amazing snow is unique to this area.

The place where you can savor this
exceptional snow "at the ski resort" is
Furano Ski Resort. It boasts two zones with
a wide range of courses suitable for all skill
levels. One of the resort's outstanding
features is its proximity to the town; it takes
just around 10 minutes by car to reach the
slopes. With the town being so close,
despite its small size, there are numerous
dining options, and apreés-ski activities are
abundant. This is greatly appreciated by the
guests on the tours | organize. As a
photographer, having a great shooting
location nearby is crucial. This allure of the
location drew me to live in Furano for
around a decade in the town of
Kamifurano, and just last year, | moved my
base to Furano City. In fact, Furano is
teeming with picturesque scenes beyond
the typical snowy landscapes. Scenes like
residents shoveling snow, elementary
school students trekking to school through
the snow, and of course, riders carving the
mountains. There are plenty of captivating
subjects for someone like me who enjoys
photography.International travelers are
gradually returning, and | anticipate that
more visitors will come to Furano this
season. | hope to organize an event in this
town where travelers from overseas and
locals can come together and enjoy the
unique experiences Furano offers. Through
projects like bonchi powder, which | am
involved in as a photographer, | aim to
showcase Furano's immense potential to
the world and continue doing so to the
fullest.



